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City of York Streetscape Strategy and Guidance
Summary

1. This guidance document is part of the Reinvigorate York
programme and consists of a strategic overview, detailed analysis
of, and guidance for, the maintenance, management and
enhancement of, city’s streets and spaces. It includes six key
strategic principles and an implementation framework. Its purpose
is to inform the council’s own work in the public realm and the work
of others: developers, utility companies and others. This document
Is the final edited document following a period of extensive public
and internal consultation. The Local Plan Working Group are being
asked to agree the document as part of supporting evidence for
local plan policy and development management purposes. They
are also asked to support or recommend its consideration by
cabinet or cabinet member for adoption as a key council document.

Background

2. The Streetscape Strategy and Guidance Document (Other cities will
describe this as a public realm strategy) has been strongly
recommended by the City Centre Movement & Accessibility
Framework; Alan Simpson’s New City Beautiful City of York
Economic Vision; the Historic Core Conservation Area Appraisal
and the Footstreets Review. York remained one of the few cities
without a public realm strategy. The production and delivery of this
was recognised as a priority for the Reinvigorate York Board to
inform the implementation of city centre improvement work and
annual maintenance, renewal and enhancement of the city’s streets
and spaces.



Consultation

3. The draft document had extensive public and stakeholder
consultation. The public consultation period ran from 5™ of June to
31% July 2013. A total of 59 detailed responses from the public
were received. Internal consultation included an officer and
member workshop and one-to-one consultations with a number of
key officers involved with: street cleaning; the better bus fund;
cycling; road maintenance; conservation; street signs; streetworks;
highway engineering and urban design. The consultation has also
specifically benefited from input from English Heritage and the York
Civic Trust.

Options

e Option one: To accept the document and support or recommend
its consideration by cabinet or cabinet member for adoption as a
key council document.

e Option two: to reject the document and not to support or
recommend its consideration by cabinet or cabinet member for
adoption as a key council document.

Analysis

4. Option two would not be realistic as the document has been out to
extensive consultation with the overwhelming response being
extremely positive. The document is also urgently required to
provide much needed and long overdue guidance in the use of
materials and street furniture in the city. All consultation responses
were very detailed and it is unlikely that anything of significance has
been missed and the final document has been copy edited.

Council Plan

5. The document helps deliver against Protecting Vulnerable People.
The strategy and guidance was heavily informed by a City Centre
Access & Mobility Audit commissioned of access consultants. The
document also delivers against Protect the Environment by setting
standards for the public realm, helping to improve the safety and



accessibility of the city’s streets and spaces as well as improving
the look and feel of the historic core and other areas.

Implications

. Financial there are no direct financial implications.
. Human Resources (HR) none

. Equalities none, although the document content has a positive
impact on equalities

. Legal none
. Crime and Disorder none
. Information Technology (IT) none

. Property none

Risk Management

There are no risks associated with this report.

Recommendations
Members are recommended to:

In line with Option 1, accept the document and support or
recommend its consideration by Cabinet or Cabinet Member for
adoption as a key council document.

Reason: The document is urgently required to provide much
needed and long overdue guidance in the use of materials and
street furniture in the city.
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